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PALM BEACH COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, FLORIDA

ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Petitioner,

VS.

PRISCILLA R. GIBSON,
Respondent.
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PETITION FOR A TEN-DAY SUSPENSION
FROM EMPLOYMENT WITHOUT PAY
Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools of the School District of Palm Beach County,
Florida, pursuant to the due process provisions of Sections 120.569, 120.57, 1012.22(1)(f), 1012.27(5), and
1012.40, Florida Statutes, files this Petition for a Ten (10) Workday Suspension from Employment Without
Pay from the School District of Palm Beach County, Florida, against Priscilla R. Gibson for conversion of
funds, constituting just cause for suspension for ten (10) workdays without pay under Florida Statutes Section
1012.40; School Board Policies 1.013 and 3.27; School Board Directive 3.27; and Article 17 Section 6 of the
Collective Bargaining Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach County and the National

Conference of Fireman & Oilers, and states as follows:

L JURISDICTIONAI BASIS

1. The agency is the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, located at:
3340 Forest Hill Boulevard

West Palm Beach, Florida 33406-5869
Attn: Board Secretary
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[image: image2.png]Petitioner, Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., is the duly appointed Superintendent of Schools of the Palm
Beach County School District, Florida.
The address of the Petitioner is:
Superintendent of Schools
Palm Beach County School Board
c¢/o JulieAnn Rico Allison, Esq.
3318 Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite C-302
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406-5813
Petitioner has the statutory responsibility and obligation to recommend the placement of school
personnel and to require compliance and observance by all personnel of all laws, policies and
directives. Pursuant to Section 1012.27(5), Florida Statutes, Petitioner has the authority to recommend
to the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, that any school district employee be suspended
from employment.
Respondent is employed by the School Board of Palm Beach County as a Food Service Assistant I.
The last known address of Respondent 1401 15™ Avenue South, Lake Worth, Florida.
Respondent was duly notified of the recommendation for suspension without pay by letter dated the

5™ day of January, 2005. The letter was sent via certified mail, return receipt requested and regular

U.S. mail.

. ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES

Petitioner, Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., alleges as follows:

Respondent was a Food Services Assistant Manager at Palmetto Elementary - Satellite in Palm Beach
County, Florida and had been employed by Petitioner at this location since December 2000.
During the 2003/2004 school year, Respondent became the subject of a Professional Standards

investigation based upon allegations that she converted approximately Five hundred dollars ($500.00)
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of District funds for her own use by taking money from children who were, unbeknownst to them, on
the free or reduced lunch program.

At the end of the investigation, the allegation of conversion of funds in the amount of Three hundred
dollars ($300.00) was sustained.

The case was referred to the Office of the State Attorney, whereupon Respondent was charged with
three counts of Petit Theft. Respondent then entered into an agreement with the State’ Attorney’s
Office which required her to pay restitution to the Petitioner.

On August 17, 2004, Petitioner received restitution from Respondent in the amount of Three hundred
dollars and 00/cents ($300.00).

On August 17, 2004, Respondent executed a Last Chance Agreement and General Release wherein
she agreed to accept discipline in the form of a suspension without pay for ten (10) workdays, to
transfer to a position which does not require or allow for contact with money, and to never apply for

any other position with the Respondent which would require or allow for contact with money.

OI. LEGAL BASIS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES

Accordingly, just cause exists for Respondent to be disciplined by way of a ten (10) workday
suspension without pay pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 1012.40; Schooi Board Policies 1.013 and
3.27; School Board Directive 3.27; and Article 17 Section 6 of the Collective Bargaining Agreement

between the School Board of Palm Beach County and the National Conference of Fireman & Oilers.

IV. DEMAND FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools, recommended that

the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, suspend the Respondent without pay for ten (10) workdays,
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[image: image4.png]effective upon approval from the School Board at a regularly scheduled meeting on the 19" day of January,

2005. Said suspension is subject only to appeal under Section 120.68, Florida Statutes, unless a timely

request for administrative hearing is made within the fifteen (15) days stated herein pursuant to Sections

120.569 and 120.57, Florida Statutes.

[

ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, Ph.D.
SUPERINTENDENT
STATE OF FLORIDA )
) SS

COUNTY OF PALM BEACH )

o &
The foregoing instrument was executed before me this 23 day of Dec_& mBeA 20 e

ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, Ph.D., who is personally known by me (erhas-produced

as-identification)and who teele/did not take an oath.

Notary Pliblic
State of Florida at Large Wi .
Sy, Raymond T. Miller
5‘*5‘“& o= Commission #DD248584
o —"3"@.,,.@@‘: Explrgiz SeE 09, 2007
- Type or Print Name of Notary " Adantic Bonding Co, Inc,

- "My Comimission Expires:
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